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DANA COLLEGE 
RECTOR STREET 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
Aare enw 10, if Sie 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 


March 22, 1934. 


Mr. Edward Fhhi bruegge 
Department of History 
Dana College 
Rector Street 
Newark, N. J. 


Dear Sir: . 


Like you, I have at times been -bothered with 
‘commonplace words used in Colonial times. According 

to my understanding, “Light money" was clipped money. 

In New England they were much bothered with it and that 
was one of the causes of the striking of the New England 
and pine tree shillings so that they could have a money 
of a fixed weight. In Robert Chalmers’ "History of 
Currency in the British Colonies" London, 1893, there 
are several references. to "light coins" especially being 
troublesome in the West Indies. On page 8, he says, 
"Hence it came about that by the middle of the 17th 
century clippéng was rampant in the West Indies and 
light Spanish silver coins became the general standard 
of value in the British possessions in the new world". 
He gives a note quoting Felt who quotes from the Massa- 
thusetts archives of the 30th of October 1684. This is 
about the only answer I can give you. They probably 
meant clipped coins or badly wotn coins, many of which ~ 
were sent to the Colonies. 


Very truly yours, 


HW: JG Cur; tor 


piety 


